
2006/07 Executive 
 
President 
Jack Boyagian 
 
Board Members 
Terri Bicknell-Potts 
Sheila Blainey 
Jan Crane 
Todd Davis 
David Glover 
(Vice-chair) 
Nancy Little 
Helen Matthew 
Lynne McCall 
Shannon Oliver
(Secretary) 
Adrian Sirett 
Kevin Ward 
 
Liaison Youth Theatre 
Andrea Smith 
 
FireHall Theatre 
Executive Director 
Valerie Russell 
 
ENCORE Editors 
Valerie Russell 
Nancy Little 
 
 
Member: Cobourg &  
District Chamber of 

Commerce 
 

Registered Charitable 
Business No.  

11906 1885 RR0001 

October 2007 

NORTHUMBERLAND PLAYERS 
 

 213 Second Street,  Cobourg, Ontario K9A 3N7 
 Tel. (905) 372-0577  /  Fax (905) 372 3662 

 

players@eagle.ca      www.northumberlandplayers.com 

Encore!Encore!Encore!Encore!    

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Northumberland Players  

 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Monday November 5th 7:00pm 
 

Everyone Welcome  
Refreshments and 

social hour following AGM 

Membership required to vote 
Memberships will be available  

 
 

Northumberland Players Board of Directors 
needs five new members. If you are interested in 

standing for election please contact  
Jack Boyagian at 905-373-4481 
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The Northumberland Players Present 
 A marvelous night for a ‘ 

Moondance’Moondance’Moondance’Moondance’    
Shake off those winter blahs and party the night away 

 featuring the amazing musical talents of 

‘Mid Life Crisis’Mid Life Crisis’Mid Life Crisis’Mid Life Crisis’    
An evening of music, dancing, entertainment 

(with surprise guest artists!)  
An auction, raffle and door prizes! 

Sink your teeth into sumptuous cheeses from 

Herma's Herma's Herma's Herma's     
And  delectable desserts (made by the members of the Northumberland Players!) 

 

 Kick off your shoes and join the fun! 
Proceeds to benefit the Firehall Renovation 
Home of the Northumberland Players 

 

Saturday, February 2nd, 2008Saturday, February 2nd, 2008Saturday, February 2nd, 2008Saturday, February 2nd, 2008    
8:00pm 8:00pm 8:00pm 8:00pm –––– 1:00am 1:00am 1:00am 1:00am    

Victoria Hall, CobourgVictoria Hall, CobourgVictoria Hall, CobourgVictoria Hall, Cobourg    
$50.00 per person$50.00 per person$50.00 per person$50.00 per person    

    

Get your tickets early by callingGet your tickets early by callingGet your tickets early by callingGet your tickets early by calling    
The Victoria Hall Box OfficeThe Victoria Hall Box OfficeThe Victoria Hall Box OfficeThe Victoria Hall Box Office    

905905905905----372372372372----2210221022102210    
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Workshop Feedback  

 

“Just to let you know that the workshop with heather was a great success - everyone seemed to really enjoy it - it was very 

well thought out - so everyone felt very comfortable, and that they had learned a lot” 

Mary 

 

“The acting workshop this weekend was awesome, and very rewarding!!!  If I had to go into details, it would probably end 

up as a "short story" or "Bruce's feature column", so instead I'll spare you from that...Anyway, I'm sure you'll hear some 

great feedback about the workshop, and I wanted to send my regards along with it all.  So thanks again for making it hap-

pen!” 

Bruce  

 
That was a great workshop on the weekend!  Heather was organized, positive, encouraging and knowledgeable. She made 

sure we understood how the exercises we did could apply to our work as actors and actively sought 

our input.  

Thanks so much for the opportunity! 

Susanne Pacey 

 

Workshops on acting techniques help actors develop their characters and presentation 
on stage. Northumberland Players will offer another acting workshop with facilitators 
from Theatre Ontario sometime in late March. Watch for details!  
 

Thanks to The Human Bean and Sue and Dave Glover for once again  
providing the much needed caffeine for the workshops. 

Here are  comments from some of the participants in our second workshop for acting facilitated by 
Heather Dick entitled—”Acting through the five senses” held on the weekend of September 30, 2007 

A Wall of Names 
 

My dream is to see a wall of over 200 names engraved for permanent display in-
side the theatre. For as little as $100 (yes, we will accept more… a member  
recently donated $900), your name will be on this wall. You will be a part of this 
legacy. Perhaps you would like to give a family member a gift or donate the  
engraving in memory of a loved one.  Names will be on permanent display, a tax 
receipt will be provided and we will all be on this symbolic wall as a celebration 
of our achievement.   
To give your support phone the Firehall Theatre at 905-372-0577 or email me at: 
jboyagian@sympatico.ca and I will make the arrangements to get your name on 
our wall.  
Thanks for your support.  Sincerely Jack Boyagian, President of Northumberland 
Players. 
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Northumberland Players Youth Theatre Production 

Papa’s Angels 
 

Producer Claudia van der Meulen 
Directed by Victor Baitley & Ron Tollet 

Stage Manager Marg Kropf & Abigail Peristy 
 

Set in 1935 high in the smoky mountains of North Carolina, Papa Jenkins is 
know throughout the hills as Grins a man whose guitar playing and singing is 
known far and wide. When heartbreak devastates his family, his five irrepressi-
ble children prepare Christmas morning surprises that rescue their beloved papa 
from the depths of despair. It is a magical tale of family love that is as heart-
warming as it is funny.  
 
Presented for school children November 21, 22, & 23 at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.  
Public performance November 24, 2 p.m.  
Victoria Hall Concert Hall $6 per ticket 
Call 905-372-2210  

*We turn regular kids into theatrical stars* 
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URINETOWN THE MUSICAL 
“Absurdist musical with terrific songs and over the top collegiate humour.” 

Produced by Michael Lombo, Directed by Jack Boyagian, Musical Director Marion Griffin 

Choreographer Alina Adjemian 

And starring Michael Lombo, Dave Glover, Darren Strongman, Lisa Heitzner  

& radio chick 

Feb 29—March 8, 2008 

Chase away the mid-winter blues and come for some great laughs! 

Tickets make great Christmas gifts 

Tickets on sale now  

At the  

Call the Capitol Theatre box office  

905-885-1071 

 

 
. 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Congratulations to the cast of 

Maggie’s Getting Married  

(Rebecca May, Whitney Lake, 

Jim Daignault, Greg Curtis, 

Brenda Worsnop and Bill 

Taggart) ...our first produc-

tion of this 07-08 season. 

Thanks to  Director Dave 

Glover, Stage Managers Gail 

Carver and Diana Storen and 

a fabulous crew for a great 

job...Maggie has out sold all 

previous dinner theatre 

 productions in ticket sales!...

Well done all! 

WE NEED MEN! 

Not Now Darling still re-

quires two more men for the 

cast  - ages 30—50. If  you 

have ever thought you 

would like to “Tread the 

boards” here is your oppor-

tunity. 

Call Producer Nancy  

Little 905-372-1083 or  

Co-director Chris Worsnop 

905-372-2126 

The show runs January 

18—February 3 at the Best 

Western. 



 

   REMINDER  - MEMBERSHIPS ARE DUE BY NOVEMBER 5, 2007 
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NEWS FLASH!NEWS FLASH!NEWS FLASH!NEWS FLASH! 
 

STARSSTARSSTARSSTARS    

SHARON KEATESSHARON KEATESSHARON KEATESSHARON KEATES    

HEATHER STUBBSHEATHER STUBBSHEATHER STUBBSHEATHER STUBBS    

HELEN PITTHELEN PITTHELEN PITTHELEN PITT----MATTHEWMATTHEWMATTHEWMATTHEW    

KIM MAC NEILKIM MAC NEILKIM MAC NEILKIM MAC NEIL    

 

OPENING NIGHT CHAMPAGNE GALA THURSDAY APRIL 3, 2008  

(Champagne, Strawberries & Chocolates served at intermission) 
 SHOW STARTS 7.30 PM Tickets $35– Book Early! 

 

APRIL 4th – 6th April 

Friday & Saturday – 8pm 

Saturday & Sunday Matinee - 2pm 

Tickets $25 

 

PHONE 905 372 2210 
VICTORIA HALL, COBOURG 

Group Rates Available 

2007/2008 SEASON MEMBERSHIP 
 

$100+   BENEFACTOR Membership & plaque on the wall of the newly renovated 
Firehall Theatre  

• All the benefits of the PATRON level  
  
$50  PATRON Membership   
• All the benefits of the PLAYER level PLUS... 
• Invitation to a Dress Rehearsal of your choice 
 
$25  PLAYER Membership 
• Receive our regular newsletter containing advance notice of upcoming perform-

ances, auditions & workshops 
• Receive one half-price ticket to the Opening Night Performance of Urinetown  the 

musical 
 
All members names will be published in our seasons programs 



 

Deborah Wilson:  Bookeeper 
Deborah Wilson has had the great pleasure of working along side the Board of Directors for the past five 
years as both a bookkeeper and a fan of all things dramatic! Her husband Ted and three children Kyle (22 – 
Ryerson Film School graduate), Liam (20 – Laurentian Univ. – Sports Psychology, 2nd yr.) and Grace (14 – 
CDCI West & ballerina) have had several involvements with the Players over the past 20 years. Ted (TSH 
Green Architect) was a member of the Board of Directors for a term and has fond memories of constructing 
any number and type of set props with Al Blair. Most memorable amongst them were huge Doric columns 
built in their town house basement. “Now that we built them – how the heck do we get them out of here?!”  
All three children have participated in the summer drama programs offered to young people and have the 
tales to prove it. 
What many don’t know is that some of Deborah’s earliest memories are of sitting in a darkened Poor Alex 
Theatre in Toronto watch her Mom rehearse Barefoot in the Park. At the tender age of eight, she was often 
asked to run lines with her Mom. Can you spell phonic reader? 
Others may be surprised to know that at the age of 13 she took elocution lessons with Edna Huitton and took 
the Grade Five Drama exam at the Royal Conservatory. Her soliloquy as Anne of Green Gables was most 
memorable – unfortunately she has forgotten every word of it! 
This was the beginning of her deep appreciation and respect for the hard work that goes into each and every 
aspect of theatre. From the talented actors to the producers, directors and back stage personnel – each con-
tributes countless hours for our enjoyment. 
While you will never see Deborah on the stage you can rest assured that all things financial will be accounted 
for! 

BOARD BIOS 

 

Valerie Russell:  Executive Director 
I was one of a group of ten people who founded Northumberland Players more than thirty years ago.  Over the 
years I have served on the board of directors and chaired the organization through three terms.  After the Fire-
Hall Manager Al Blair passed away several years ago and the Executive Director who took his place moved on 
to another job, I stepped into the position temporarily until someone else could be found…and four years later 
I am still here. 
 My first love is directing musical theatre…mostly I enjoy the process and the creative challenge it allows, 
where many facets must come together through a team effort to create something big and really wonderful on 
stage.  I have been the artistic director for about twenty-five musical productions and won the EODL’s festival 
for Best Director and Best Production both times the Players have entered a production in the full length festi-
val. 
I have spent many hours with other active members of the Players creating our semi-professional summer 
theatre company which employed kids in post secondary theatre programs (from our area) to stage musical 
productions in Victoria Hall and set up the summer drama camp program which has grown to be a vital and 
profitable part of our season. I have worked on the sponsorship program and our Trillium application. I have 
recently worked at organizing workshops for members in acting technique and direction to try and improve 
skills in these areas. 
The Northumberland Players is an excellent organization with some very dedicated and hard working volun-
teers. I have had the privilege to be a volunteer in this group both on and off the stage and have made many 
lasting friendships while working on productions. In the real world I am a hemodialysis nurse and I find that 
the current demands of the Executive Director position in a very busy and growing community theatre com-
pany have become more than I can manage  with other interests and commitments at this time. 
I have enjoyed the position and leave it with fond memories 
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